12.1 why did the Second Republic survive for so short a time?

Strength of the French conservatism and the position of the President
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte has the majority of the vote for permanence, for stability and for order. The support of the French Catholics was assured, not only by their fear of the ‘Reds’, but by their approval of the French military intervention in Italy in support of the Papacy, and of the Falloux Law passed in 1850. A coalition of Legitimists, Orleanists and Bonapartists held 64% of the seats.

Electorate: That part of the state’s population which has the right to vote in elections.
Legitimists: French royalists supporting the claim to the throne of the Bourbons, the pre-revolutionary ruling family.
Orleanists: French royalists supporting the claim to the throne of Louis-Philippe and his family.
Bonapartists: Supporters of Napoleon Bonaparte, his descendants, and his style of government. Broadly in favor of stable, prosperous government, preserving the moderate reforms of the French Revolution, buy resisting the dangers of more radical social reconstruction.

The position of the president
To prevent the emergence of a dominant imperial figure, the president remained saddled with a constitution specifically designed in 1848. The president could only stay in office for four years and was not eligible for re-election after the period. This worried the French Electorate as well as Louis Napoleon himself. The strength of the conservative coalition didn’t affect the strengths of the president but made it likely that the ‘Party of Order’ would replace him with an Orleanists candidate. The president and the wealthy property owners who made up the electorate were with fear since they were facing the prospect of a return to political oblivion; the other anticipating renewed political battles, and a return of street fighting.

The coup d’état of 1851 
Even though Louis Napoleon did not want to give up his power and return to obscurity, Due to his personal debt, it was impossible for him to return back to his office after the four-year term. Louis Napoleon ignored the advice of bolder spirits such as the duc de Persigny, Louis Napoleon attempted to persuade the Assembly to amend the constitution to allow the re-election of the president. He used his presidential powers to remove potential opponents, such as the commander of the Paris Garrison and had replaced them with reliable allies. Marshal Armand Saint Arnaud was the commander in Paris, Charlemagne Maupas was the Prefect of Police, and Charles de Morny was the Minister of the interior. After getting the public support through provincial tours through summer and autumn, Operation Rubicon was enforced. On December 2nd had 78 police officers, unaware that they were part of a concerted plot, each arrested a prominent member of the opposition. By December 4th, the casualties list stood at 215 and 27,000 arrest were made and of whom some 9,000 were sentenced to deportation, mainly to Algeria. 

Effects- generally, it went smoothly and was easily accepted. This was borne out by the results of the plebiscite held on 21st of December, when 7.5 million out of 8 million voters cast a ‘Yes’ vote in approval of Louis Napoleon’s action. President was relieved said to the committee “since the votes justified an act that had no other aim than to spare our country, and perhaps Europe, from years of trouble and misfortune.” Also, in Paris, the margin in favor of the president was only 133,000 with 80,000 abstaining. This showed that a center of opposition had been created there that Louis Napoleon would never overcome. 

12.2 what was the nature of the regime established by Louis Napoleon in 1851?

Presidential powers
First concern of the transformed President, having destroyed the constitution of the Second Republic, was to dictate to the French a new constitution free from the obstructions of ‘Parliamentarians.’ Louis Napoleon explained that the political institutions consolidated a society, which has been disrupted. Questioning why as they cannot accept the institutions of that time period since the president will be in absolute power for ten years, responsible before the French people and therefore was not ‘absolute’ in the old monarchical sense, he alone could initiate legislation and the civil service and could also govern by decree. He appointed or dismissed ministers and they had no collective responsibility to the legislature. 
 
Civil service: The body of state officials that is responsible for the organization and administration of government. 
Legislature: The body or institution in a country, which holds the power to make laws.

Political institutions
- The president directly appointed The Council of State from among ranks of the senior civil servants. Main task was the drafting of legislation, although it had, of course, no powers to initiate any such legislation. 
- The Senate, the upper house of the Assembly, consisted of ‘notables’ such as generals and retired administrators, appointed for life by the president. They were the prime illustrations of Louis Napoleon’s claim that he did not ‘mind being baptized with the water of universal suffrage’, but ‘refused to live with his feet in it’.
- The legislative body (Corps Legislatif) was indeed elected, for a period of six years, by universal male suffrage, but the 260 deputies were limited to the role of accepting or rejecting legislation proposed by the government. They could not initiate their own project, and could not question ministers on points of their policies. Furthermore, the public could not attend in their debates.

The political parties and the political press, already severely handicapped by the deportations and arrests that followed the coup d’état, were father shackled. The meetings could now only be held in the presence of government officials and the Press Decree of 1852 gave the government extensive powers to suspend and suppress publications. 

The establishment of the empire
Emboldened by the popularity of his moves in 1851, he made a series of provincial tours in autumn of 1852 and upon his return; the senate dutifully produced the legislation necessary to create an empire in name as well as in form. Napoleon once again appealed to the people and received overwhelming popular support and this time by eight million votes in favor of the empire, with only 250,000 against. The new regime acted swiftly to consolidate its power and to remove all alternative sources of influence and authority. (Example: National Guard was suppressed, regarding it as redundant, now that he champion of the bourgeoisie was firmly in power.) Similarly, in a measure that anticipated the actions of future dictators, the Emperor demanded an oath of allegiance from all government servants and officials. The oath was taken, not to the state or to the nation, but to the head of state in person. 

The Emperor and his ministers
The ministers depended very much upon the approval and support of the Emperor. Napoleon III drew his ministers from three main sources:
1. Some were members of the dynasty. Prince Jerome was his cousin and Morny (Minister of the Interior and later president of legislative body) was his half-brother, the illegitimate offspring of one of his mother’s extra-marital relationships. Alexandre Walewski (Ambassador to London 1851-55, and Foreign Minister 1855-60) was an illegitimate son of Napoleon I.
2. Others, like Persigny (Minister of the Interior, and then ambassador to London) had served the dynasty faithfully in exile. 
3. Most were survivors of the previous, conservative regimes. Morny himself had served under Francois Guizot, but without reaching the highest ranks and unduly dirtying his hands. Many others, such as Achille Fould, Pierre Magne, Auguste Billaut and Eugene Rouher, had similar histories. 

Government authority in the provinces
-The Emperor made many concessions to the army to retain its support, such as the reconstruction of the Imperial Guard, the institution of decorations for gallantry, and of improved pensions.
- In the country at large, government influence operated through the prefects and the mayors. At elections, they were to aid government candidates and this was reflected in the fact that only nine opposition candidates were successful in the 1852 elections. 
- The church was also a close all. It was able to exercise a more subtle influence over the populace, while gaining further important concessions in return. 
They include: government aid towards the repair of churches and the payment of clerical stipends (Salary paid to the clergyman), greater control over education, and the acceptance of the religious orders in France. 

Imperial Guard: An elite body of soldiers formed by Napoleon I as his personal guard.
Prefects: the government officials responsible for local government in the departements (regions) into which France was divided. Sub-prefects were their closest assistants, while the mayor of the towns within the departements were directly responsible to them. 
 
12.3 What was the economic achievement of the Second Empire?

The economic policy of the Second Empire
J.M. Thompson’s judgment, Napoleon III aimed ‘to award economic prosperity as a consolation prize for loss of political liberty’. Others have been more inclined to reverse this judgment, and to see political authoritarianism as a means to the real domestic end of the reign, the drive to realize Frances’s true economic potential. 
- The followers of Comte Henri de Saint Simon (1760-1825) stressed the primary importance of economic production, and the primacy of those involved in this vital area. 
- The steady decline in world prices, that had prevailed from 1815 to 1850, and which had exercised a generally depressing effect upon trade, was sharply reversed by a dramatic increase in gold supply. 
- The emperor’s opponents made much of these circumstances to belittle the economic achievement of the Second Empire. The France derive credit from the fact that no other European country made comparable advances in the 1850s under such favorable circumstances.

Reform of the banking system
-Wealthy and highly developed though it was, it lay largely in the hands of such families as the Rothschilds, established bankers with strong links with conservative dynasties, and with equally conservative economic policies.
- With the aid of more progressive Pereire family, the government began to outflank these bastions of finance. ‘The Credit Foncier’, mortgage bank and the Credit Mobilier, an industrial credit institution, were both founded in 1852.
- They could make loans to finance public works undertaken by private contractors, without placing an undue burden upon government finances. The older establishments had little choice but to extend their own range of investments in order to engage themselves more deeply in industrial finance. 

Industrial credit: The process of lending money for the purpose of industrial development.

The development and impact of the railway system
- Communications constituted a priority, for no industry could thrive without ready access to tits sources of raw materials and to its markets. 
- Work on French railway construction had begun under Louis-Philippe but , consisting mainly of short stretches of track dictated by local needs, it scarcely formed a viable basis for the national system. (Under the Second Empire, it was encouraged and funded more for comprehensive development)
- By 1870, the state had invested some 634 million francs in railways, usually paying for the ‘infrastructure’ and for shares with which to maintain its interest in the companies. The companies themselves paid for the ‘superstructure’ and were granted long-term concessions, up to 99 years, for the exploitation of their new investments.
- The railways effectively transformed the social and economic life of France and the average coast of transporting a ton of produce dropped from 25 centimes to five in course of 20 years.
- By linking the major economic centers of France with Belgium, Spain, Germany and Italy, the railway system was also the key to French International commerce. It opened the way to new markets and new sources of raw materials. 

‘Infrastructure’: The necessary land on which to build the railway, and the supporting network.
‘Superstructure’: The buildings, rolling stock and so on. 



Agriculture
-By irrigation and drainage, 1.5 million hectares of new land came under cultivation, making the total area of cultivated land in France at the end of the Second Empire 26.5 million hectares, the highest figure in the country’s history. 
- Spectacular improvements were tended to be local rather than national and the ‘success stories’ are offset by cases where no substantial change in production or agricultural methods took place at all. 

Who benefited from the economic and social policies of the Second Empire?
-First year of his reign, Napoleon III indicated his concern with the material state of Paris by completing his uncle’s avenue- the rue de Rivoli- and by the construction of Les Halles as a central market for the city.
- Appointed Baron Haussmann to be prefect of Paris. He transformed to city into an Imperial showpiece on the scale of London, Vienna or St Petersburg. The debts incurred during this process were not paid off until 1929. Haussmann had many enemies and the enemies said the main purpose of the Emperor and his prefect was to replace the easily barricaded, revolutionary rabbit warren in 1848 with visitor’s eye. 
- Napoleon III’s main aim throughout was to carry out great works in Paris, and improve the living conditions of the working classes, to destroy unhealthy districts, and to make the capital the most beautiful cities in the world. 
- Gas lighting was introduced throughout the city, and a vast new system of sewers was constructed, although these failed to save the city from further outbreaks of cholera in 1866 and 1867. 

Urban poverty and political opposition
- The Parisian workers remained opponents of the regime, from the plebiscite of 1851 to the legislative elections of 1863, when the opposition made a clean sweep of the Parisian constituencies. The discontent was partly ideological, partly material.
- In 1847, between 70% and 80% of the population of Paris was too poor to own any property.
- The rebuilding of Paris, impressive as it was in the eyes of visitors, in the long run merely changed the location of the slums. They workers found it impossible to return to the rebuilt center of the city, where rents had advanced far beyond their capacity to pay. 

Conditions in the textile industry
- It causes historians to question the impressive statistics of the Empire’s economic growth. Not only id it suffer badly from increased competition from Britain after 1861, but it was then savagely hit by the ‘cotton famine’ that resulted from the American Civil War. No improvements in living conditions and the situation was further complicated by price fluctuations beyond the control of any government. 

‘Cotton Famine’: Term applied to the shortage of raw cotton that resulted from disruption, caused by the Civil War, in the cotton-growing southern states of America. It caused unemployment and hardship in the cotton manufacturing regions of Europe. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Consumption and Education
- Consumption per head of major foodstuffs was higher in the decade 1865-74 than in the decade 1845-54.
- Gustave Rouland (1856-63) and Victor Duruy (1863-69) fixed the problems of illiteracy and lack of instruction. 
- Only 312 French communities were left without a school in 1867, compared with 2,690 in 1850. 
- By 1866, 68% of French children between five and 14 years of age were attending school.
- Between 1856 and 1881, the estimated rate of illiteracy fell from 31% to 15%.

12.4
· The Second Empire softened its authoritarian nature and adopted a range of more liberal characteristics
· One of Napoleon III’s famous lines quote: “Liberal is like a river; in order that it may bring fertility and not devastation, its bed must be hollow out deep and wide.”
· Napoleon III’s advocated more liberal trade since 1853, but has been resisted by the Legislative Body
· A free trade treaty was signed with Britain, known as the Cobden-Chevalier Treaty, named after its chief negotiator.
· This treaty cemented the alliance between countries
· Conservatives went against Napoleon after some stability has been founded
· The emperor renounced the right to borrow money from elsewhere when the Legislative Body was in recess ( was not in meeting)
· He also agreed to cut the budget in sections, giving deputies more chance to attack any unpopular sections
· For the first time, parliamentary debates can be observed and reported by journalists
· From then on, changes happened more frequently
· In 1859, the government recalled a number of people sentenced into exile
· In 1862, the government allowed a degree of contact with foreign workers
· 1864, peaceful strikes were allowed
· The theory of equality between employer and worker before the law was recognised
· In 1868, the legality of trade unions was established
· In 1870, proposals to abolish the livret were interrupted by war
· A livret is a worker’s passport without which a man could not be employed
· These measures were opposed by 32 republicans, Orleanists and others, compared to 5 before.
Failures:
Education: 
· Victor Duruy attempted a radical advance in education
· Victor Duruy was a well known Ministry of Education 
· It would be free, compulsory, primary education, which a great reduction in clerical control
· Opposition to this caused Duruy’s resignations in July 1869

Army:
· Marshal Niel, the ministry of War, tried to increase the army size by a substantial reverse force, while trying to eliminate the injustice and inequality of it
· The peasants and bourgeoisies had no wish to send their sons into the army
· These reforms could have helped the French army deal with the Prussian invasion.




The Emergency of the Third Party:
The formation of the Third Party was one of the most domestic and decisive stimulus to reform the formation. This party originated when 40 members of the government majority in the Legislative Body who broke away to press further reform within a constitutional framework. Greater pressures came to the government’s view when the Mexican expedition failed and the collapse of the Pereire banking empire. The new elections of 1869 finally pushed the government into action at a realistic pace. While the government won by a margin of 1.2 million votes, this situation is in fact less drastic due to the fact that of the 270 opposition deputies, 116 of them were loyal to the Third Party. (less than 50%)

The completion of the Liberal Empire:
With the backing of the power given to him by the voters, Napoleon III changed the Empire to the Liberal Empire. With that, the Emperor took the reforming programme of the 116 as his own. With these changes, the share prices rose and the previously hostile journals praised Napoleon’s works. 7.3 million people agreed with these reforms and 1.57 million people disliked these changes. These changes fixed France to some degree.

12.5
· One of the most drastic changes in France was the fact that in the 1850s this country took the role of an influential aspect of Europe. 
· In December 1852, Napoleon seized rights for the Catholic Church in the Holy Places of Palestine, and then took them away when the Russian’s Tsar’s envoy, Prince Menshikov, to Constantinople in March 1853.
· Prince Menshikov demanded a Russo-Turkish defensive alliance, as well as Turkish recognition of Russia’s right to act as the protector of all Orthodox Christians within Turkish territories.
· England believed that Napoleon III was dead set against Russia. Dome of France’s gains would be:
1. The chance to cement his popularity with the Catholic voters in France
2. The chance to erase the mistake of 1812 from the Napoleonic record
3. The chance to protect important commercial interest in the Levant
4. The chance to work in harness with Great Britain, and thus to consolidate and important friendship.
· The Vienna note, compromised of Britain, France and Austria, was a peace plan to resolve the differences between Russia and Turkey.
· A war broke out, called the Crimean war, which was the Turkish Sultan’s fault.
· International support and a show of force by the Russian comforted the Turks into attacking the Northern invaders.
· France’s esteem was raised due to the fact that France destroyed Russian supplies at Kertch and the successful assault on the Malakoff fortress in early September of 1855.
· The cost to this war was a casualty count of 115,000 to these allies and the monetary recourses pressed into the war was estimated at 2.75 million pounds per week
· This war got more positives than France could ever hope:
1. The independence and integrity of the Turkish Empire were guaranteed.
2. Russia’s power surrounding the Turks was restricted due to the fact that the Black Sea Clauses forbade it to build fortifications on the shores of the Black Sea.
3. The Sultan gave equal rights to his Muslim and Christian subjects.
4. Russia’s claim to protect Orthodox subjects was rejected.
5. Paris has become the center of the first major resettlement of Europe since 1815
· With Austria’s alliance to Britain and France, they lost the support of the Russians.
· Having lost the goodwill of Germany and Russia, and refusing to believe that France and Britain will come to their rescue, Austria is left alone.
· War-weary, Napoleon III decided to do something for Italy due to the fact that the Pope resides there, as well as other factors. 
· An Italian patriot tried to assassinate Napoleon and Eugenie by the name of Felice Orsini.
· Napoleon decided to twist this attempt into a calculated exploitation, thus being a welcomed opportunity.
· An union between the tiny principalities of Massa-Carrara and Piedmont were used as bait for Austria for a threatening response to Piedmont, thus France would enter the battle over Italy as a protector, not as a aggressor. 
· The following would be the advantage to such a battle:
1. A French force of 200,000 soldiers would supplement the 100,000 Piedmontese troops.
2. The land taken from the Austrians would be converted to Piedmontese land.
3. The Pope would be undisturbed by this conflict.
4. Overall, Italy would consist of four independent sections
5. France would gain Savoy and maybe Nice from Piedmont.
· The two engagements with Austrians (Battle at Magenta and the Battle of Solferino)
· The casualties of these two battles alone were around 6,800 soldiers. 
· As these allies pushed deeper into Austria, Napoleon III met with Austrian Emperor at the conference table at Villafranca
· By severe dislike to Piedmont, Austria surrendered Lombardy to France.
· Unsurprisingly, France did not ain any support from Italy, and Britain distanced itself from it too.

12.6
· The imperial powers tried to regenerate their imperial power by regaining it’s colonies
· The population of the colonies is close to about 659,000 people.
· This idea is appealing due to the fact that these people would increase the armies and allow conversions for the Catholic faith
Africa:
· The most striking colonial efforts were made in North Africa
· French control extended as far inland as the edge of the Sahara desert.
· Political liberties were suppressed
· Railways and telegraphs spread rapidly
· Success was also in other parts of Africa, such as creations of docks and bases for trading.
The Suez Canal:
· Due to the fact that France did not control Egypt excessively, Egypt flourished
· The construction of a canal linking the Mediterranean and the Red Sea through the Isthmus of Suez
· This badly damaged the relationship between Great Britain and Turkey.
The Far East:
· A lot of controlled and uncontrolled  imperial states
· Asian countries had to do a lot of cooperating with France to trade
· Britain destroyed France’s hopes of creating trading ports
· France engaged in a war with Indo-China due to false reports
· With France being busy with Mexico, they wee very lucky to penetrate Cambodia and the Mekong Valley
Mexico:
· The biggest failure of that time
· The United States of America  and Britain had the first play in this
· A state of unrest between Benito Juarez and Miguel Miramon vying for control
· The prospect of helping the Catholics in the area and French investors was attractive to Napoleon III
· Trying to get rid of Benito Juarez, the French lost 30,000 soldiers in line of duty
· Trying to put in a European dynasty, the French installed Archbishop Maximillian and a large amount of money
· Juarez won the hearts of Mexican people with the help of the USA
· All French people were expelled from the region
· That try to bring monarchy to Mexico was a failure that costed about 6,000 men and about 45 million pounds


12.7 To what extent, and for what reasons did France’s diplomatic position become le secure in the 1860’s?


The context of French Isolation
· Domestic tension and the diversion of a substantial force to Mexico would have made intervention difficult for/in any case
· Intervention in places such as Italy and Mexico had helped to show that Napoleon  III’s diplomacy was designed so that France could pick up further pieces that came from battles in Europe.
· France was isolated and burdened with embarrassing commitments.

Biarritz and the Austro-Prussian War
· The convention of Gastien seemed to patch up relations between Austria and Prussia over the issue of Schleswig-Holstein and appeared to push France further along towards diplomatic isolation.
· Though the secrecy of Napoleon III’s meeting with Bismarck at Biarritz makes it very hard to determine what the basis of the meeting was.
· It seems probable that Bismarck revealed his plans for a confrontation with Austria and secured French neutrality with promises of compensation in Rhineland.
· Frances policy was based on upon the assumption that a war between Austria and Prussia, would be long and evenly matched, leaving France to hold the majority of the power in Europe.
· France settled its stance by promising neutrality in exchange for the promise of Austria surrendering Venetia, no matter the outcome of the war.
The impact of the Battle of Sadowa (Koniggratz)
· France’s initial satisfaction of the battle was soured upon the realization of the wider implications of Prussia’s triumph.
· France remained inactive from the battle because it would imply support for Austria.
· This would have ruin France’s long-term relations with Italy.
· Agricultural depression, economic policies and the knowledge of war were all inhabiting factors.
The policy of compensation
· The government remained calm, stressing that the 1815 settlement had been overturned.
· Venetia had been liberated and the cause of national self-determination had been advanced.
· Napoleon III’s government had two possible ways to redress the balance.
· They could accept the growth of Prussian power and use diplomacy to build up a system of alliances.
· Or they could search for territorial compensation and re-establish national prestige.
· France pursued both.
· The failure of what Bismarck called “a policy of tips” put pressure on France.
· The bad response to the news of Luxembourg, confirmed that France could ill afford another loss.
· By 1868 France was in total diplomatic isolation.
12.8 Why did French relations with Prussia degenerate into war between 1868-1870, and with what results?

Why did France lose the Franco- Prussian War?
· France was far more prepared for this war than the 1859 campaigns. Even in its curtailed form, recruitment laws had increased and the number of men.
· France had far more guns.
· Mainly France was out numbered though. Nearly double the amount of French soldiers, were the Germans, who also had to cover half as much ground.
Collapse of the second empire
· The second French army, commanded by MacMahon, moved to relief of the Metz.
· The slowness and indirection allowed the invaders to surprise MacMahon 25 kilometers from Sedan.
· 104,000 men, 6,000 horses and 419 guns were handed over to the Germans.
 12.9 Napoleon III: Statesman or political adventurer?

· The collapse of the second empire would automatically result in harsh historical judgments.
· He was ridiculed as a petty adventurer, rising on the reputation of a man he could never emulate. The judgments of many French commentators have been shaped by political outrage.
· To an extent, however, all these judgments were based upon the writers political ideology.
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